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AUTHOR's PREFACE. 


PON offering this piece to the world, I fup- 
1 UV poſe it will be neceſſary to anſwer ſome 
Fo. objections that may be made to it.—And firſt, as 
do its ſpecies, that it is neither tragie nor comic. 
This error, if it be deemed ſuch, the inimitable | 
| Shakeſpear has fallen into. With me it was ac 
. ceidental: my intentions were to have made it a 
* tragedy; but this my feelings would not ſuffer, 
The more I contemplated the virtues of Jeph- 
thah's daughter, the greater was my averſion to 
her death, and the greater were my difficulties in 
X reconciling it to the Moſaic diſpenſation; it no 
Where, that I know of, allowing human ſacri- 
flices: and though there be ſome colour, from 
J the ſacred text, to believe that ihe was put to 
death, yet many learned and pious perſons have 4 
ſufficiently proved that ſhe was not. And under 
that diſpenſation, where virtuous actions ſeldom 
failed of meeting with a ſuitable reward, it would 
have been highly derogatory to the goodneſs of 
the Almighty, had ſuch a virtuous innocent 
young perſon died in ſuch a horrid manner, as by 
the hand of an indulgent parent; and ſuch a 


5 A z ſcene 


„ | PREFACE. 


. ſcene, I am ſure, would have * too F 
for a Chriſtian audience. 


The next objection may be raiſed hy thoſe who 


are ſo tenacious of ſcripture, that they think any 


thing which bears the reſemblance of a play, a 


. Profanation of it. Were we to introduce ſcenes 
that border upon indecency, they would ſurely be 
in the right: for ſuch ſcenes being mingled a- 
mongſt many of our beſt plays, have thrown an 
odium upon the ſtage, which might be rendered 


as uſeful as the pulpit, did it, inſtead of gratify- 


ing the laſcivious paſſions of mankind, ſtrive to 
illuſtrate the virtues of thoſe whom human na- 
ture, though ever * 1 fepraved, will always 


6 


' Bur theſe reformations are far beyond my abi- 


kin to bring about: when a general reformation 
| of manners takes place, then may this be effected; 
£ but while there are people that will pay for hav- 
ing their vices flattered, there will always be 


found people ready to SRP their time to ſuch 
7 baſe purpoſes. 


Wit i is not my talent, nor 93 I any lucrative 
views in my writings; but my heart bleeds for 
the degenerate taſte of the age, that can reliſh no 
books, nor company, which does not favour their 
| * topics, of oh nds bf and ſcandal. 


ie, 5 


bl | 
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PREFACE. . 


This, my aſſertion, will, I truſt, be ſufficient-toſa- 


tisfy thoſe, who, through the warmth of their pi- 
ety, may be ſcandalized at my gathering materials 


for the drama out of the holy ſcripture. But, if 
they are not, I can plead the example of authors 


both ancient and modern. The beſt play of the 


beſt French author is taken from ſcripture; and a 


reyerend divine of our church ſays, © it is a po- 
em in which the moſt ſuperb and auguſt ſpectacle, 


the moſt intereſting events, and the molt ſublime 
flow of poetry, are all nobly and e 


united. WE © 


The bleſſed St. Paul, 8 Milton, did not 
chink a verſe of Euripides unworthy a place in 


his divine Epiſtle to the Corinthians; and that 


primitive pattern of Chriſtianity, Gregory Nazi- 


anzen, did write a tragedy, which he entitled 
« Chriſt ſuffering.” Does not the holy ſcrip- 
tures, ſays the incomparable Cowley, yield more 
poetical variety, than the fabulous thread-bare * 
ſtories. of the heathens? Indeed, every time I 


do peruſe thoſe ſacred writings, images. ariſe in 


ſuch ſplendor, that I wiſh myſclf poſſeſſed of the 


divine Raphael's pencil, or rather Milton's geni- 
us, to illuſtrate them. 


In point of the dramatic unities I have com- 


plied as nearly as I could; though, if I might be 


bold enough to own a ſentiment contradictory to 


the modern hypotheſis, I would ſay, that it is a 
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greater impoſition upon nature, to crowd the 
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tranſactions of days and months within the limits 
of twelve hours, than to impoſe twelve days, or 


twelve months, upon our auditors, as three or 
three or four hours. It is a wonder that perſons 


fo ſcrupulouſly nice about the unity of time, have 


not invented ſome method to make thoſe tranſac- 


rions, of which the drama is only a commemora- 
tion, and perhaps tranſacted above a thouſand 


years ago, paſs for recent actions. But, as that 
exceeds their art, I humbly conceive that the 
other is unneceſſary, Nor do I apprehend that 
the unity of place is more eſſential. If the per- 
ſons repreſented be at Athens in the firſt act, ſays 


Monſ. de Voltaire, how can they get to Perſia by 


the ſecond? This ingenious gentleman pays but 
a bad compliment to that tranſcendant privilege, 


which, by favour of infinite power and goodneſs, 


we enjoy, of tranſporting our thoughts, in a ſe- 


cond of time, wherever we pleaſe; nay, a poet 


would, even in that time, raiſe an ideal world, 
and people it out of his own imagination. Then, 
can he conceive ſo poorly of other people's 
thoughts, as to ſuppoſe that they cannot attend 


him? Theſe unitics we cannot ſuppoſe the ini- 
mitable Shakeſpear ignorant of, yet we find that 


he diſregards them; and the variety of his ſcenes 
may, I think, be numbered amongſt his beauties. 


i But 
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But 1 fear that 1 have laid open my thoughts | 


too much to cenſure; as it is from a concordance 
of che three great unities, that tue generality of 
| readers pronounce the drama more or leſs perfect. 


I am doubtful about the reception that this may 
meet with ; but hope that it may be ſome atte- 
nuation of its faults, to aſſure the public, that my 
Chief motive for impoſing it upon them, was to 
ſtir up a kind of emulation in the breaſts of my 


dear countrywomen, to imitate a young perſon 


who ſeems to have poſſeſſed the virtues of piety. 
and filial ' obedience in their greateſt eminence ;_ 


. with a fortitude that might have done credit to 
the greateſt hero of antiquity. 


My giving her a lover is a piece of Anachro- 


niſm, which I hope will be forgiven me, love hav- 


ing been ever looked upon as the refiner and 
harmonizer of human nature. Indeed I thought 
it an illuſtration of her virtues in giving up the 
world ſo willingly, when her hopes of happineſs 
were all fo fair. 

The ſentiments that ſhe poſſeſſes may not, I 


: hope, be liable to cenſure ; being ſuch as, I 
think, would not have diſcredited the breaſt 


of Eve in her ſtate of innocency, and therefore / 


may not be deemed unworthy the contemplation | 
of the moſt delicate amongſt that: part of my rea- 
ders, for whoſe edification I do repeat that I have 


ventured to preſent this to the world, "RFA 
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| Yields 72 blooming charms to death, 
5 B 


 Jephthah - Daughter. 


ACT THE FIRST. 


| Scene upon the Banks of Jai BER, 


Ente. JeMIMa, attended. by ber Virgins, Arb in 


white Robes, and Garlands of Flowers upon their” 
Heads. 


Janata. 


HE Sun has made his circuit round the 
World, 


And he is now retir'd unto his reſt: | 
The Moon, with milder beams, ſupplies his place, 
And Heſperus emits a twinkling light. 


Inanimate creatures are regular, . 
Their motions correſpond with nature's lore, 
And fair harmony does from thence proceed. 


heautiful might this ſweet creation be 
Did mortals fo accord with rectitude. 
You ſparkling orbs ! that yonder ſhine ſo bright, 


You never ſtrive to diſpoſſeſs each other 


Of that ſpace which the lord of all hath 
Allotted you! 


= But men do fight, and each other rob of life, 
For little trifling quantities of earth, 
Which they muſt ſoon relinquiſh up again. 


Kez. Vet thou, Jemima, art an exception 
To that diſobedience which in the human 
Species does prevail ; for, to fulfil Eu 
Ihe laws of righteouſneſs, thou willing 


And 
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„ JEPHTHAH's DAUGHTER. 


And that when nature courts thee 

In its lovelieſt form; 
Ol Gilead's fair daughters art thou moſt fair, | 
And _ its N Tode do ſigh for thee. 


Yam: Hoſh, Keziah, huſh, —thou haſt ht 
That Jemima renounces now the world, 
With all its fading joys, — _ | 
' Unto majectic fair eternity! ha | 
Thy Jemima is for ever wed, - : 
Eternity, with minutes, days, a hours, 

Will never circumſcribe my joys. 
Le ſweet ſoft ſeats of all my glewarce here, 4 
bid you now farewel |! „ 
How oft upon thy flow'ry banks, 
O Jaber! I my flocks have fed; 
How wou' d the harmleſs mothers watch my looks, 
While their ſweet lambs, fair bleating innocence, 
With artleſs looks did all around me play. 
Be you, my lov'd companions, their guardians 
In my ſtead; from prowling wolves do them pro- 
| ens: 
And lead them out at early G00 to a fair. 
The ewes that are with young, O gently lead! 
And the new yean'd lat within your boſoms 
| bear. 
[7 he virgins weep. ] 


Mah. Epos not Hae 0 dearly beloved maid 15 


That we can e'er be wanting in our care. 
But to live bereft of thee, our angel, | 

IT That fafely didſt conduct us every where, 5 
TS worle chan death, tis grief unutterable, | 
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 JEPHTHAH's DAUGHTER 3 
Ack. More than thy ſheep, ſhall we, Jemima; ; 


Unto perils be expoſed ; 
V Yea unto foes, that more pernicious are 


Than wolves, for which thou fears thy ſheep. 
Such ſanctity beam'd forth out of thy looks 


As cou'd daſh . to Pieces. 


1 


Jem. Then] will to you the ſecret Als, 
And my lov'd companions mark now my words. 


Let no laſcivious glance ſteal from your looks, 


Keep pure your hearts, — keep them in their 
Native whiteneſs, like the new-waſh'd lambs 


On Gilead's mountains fair; 


So ſhall you, with primevous innocence, 


Man's ferocious, ſavage paſſion tame. 


So ſhall each movement of his heart 


| Bear in ſoft ſympathy with yours. 


Sell. But do not men in artful cities bid; 
Strive to gain poor unwilling female hearts, 


N they do not mean to yield up their own v. 


Jem. Mark their looks, eyes will tell 
What words „„ 
Strange perfidy of the ſupetior ſex, | 
That force the maid to actions inſincere 
Nor when, with ardent tears, the lover ſues, 
Dare the ſoft tender pitying maid 
Own the feelings of her conſcious heart. 
For men, like the Lamia, ſoft tears will ſhed, 
When female innocence they wou'd devour, | 
And often boaſt that they have gain'd an artleſs 
Virgin's heart—— _ 
If ſhe hag conſented to ſurrender 

B 2 - * , "Her 


4  JEPHTHAH's DAUGHTER.” 


| Her honour to your baſe ignoble luſt, 


You do well to boaſt, that ſucceeding maidens 
May © bn by her loſs. | 
But if when, with looks of ſeeming 1 innocence, 


Lou gently did ſolicit for her love, 


And ſhe did own the ſoft movements of her heart, 


If through pride, and folly, then ye boaſt ; 
Lou are Rrangers unto the congental, 
Unto the divine harmony of ſouls ; 


By no ſoft gentle mother were ye nurſt ; : 
But amidſt dark ſavage woods were bred, T 


Where deep howling wolves, and Herce 


Tygers prey ! 
This laſt advice, my dear companions, wet 5 
Follow virtue, in that ſhall you have peace. 
Tho' to fulfil my honour'd father's vow, | 


This fleeting tranſcient breath I offer up, 
 YetI am well aſſured this MIS part 


Of me _ſhall never die,— 


It is an emanation of that power 


Which quick'neth all; 


And when this brittle, mortal form diſſolves, 
It ſhall aſſume a ſorm more pure, 


More permanent, more like its author far. 
Then weep no more, my dear friends, weep no 
more; 


For we in Eden's everlaſting bowers, 
Eternal bowers of bliſs! ſhall meet again: 


My Ibzan there ſhMl equal ev'ry love. 
But, my dear companions, let us now haſte, . 


| Leſt it be ſaid, that with reluctance 
41 as 8 doughrer offer'd up; herſelf to BS. 
JO 94 


JEPHTHAH's DAUGHTER. 5 
SCENE II. 
An Oak at JeraTHAn's Gate in Misean. | 
Euter Jeruraan. „ 0 


Hou comes! fair Aurora, Japghter of the | 
dawn! 


Thou comes to gladden e ry eye but mine. 
Emer Eon. ; 5 | 
7 Elo, Hail! Iſrael's great deliverer, all bail! 


„ Jep. My good friend! I have deliver'd Iſrael ; 
But, in that deliverance, have loſt myſelf, 

I have, alas ! no daughter now 
The fair hopes of my family are loſt. 


Elon. My lord, the lovely virgin 1s not dead. | 


Jep. But ſhe moſt ſurely is conſign'd to death. 3 
I. When yon fair radiant fun ſhall next ariſe *Þ 
+ His beams ſhall view her in her winding ſheet, | 

| Fell death the blooming virgin ſhall eſpouſe, 
Cold and dreary is her 8 bed. 


/ 


4 „„ Alon. But, Jephthah, as a prince, has pow'r 
£ with God. | | 


— 


Jep p. Alas alas! g my fiend; I have 1 no pow” 3 

I date not violate that fatal vow, - | | 

22 Made to the great demie lord of . 
i | AY 
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8 JEPHTHAH!' DAUGHI Ek. 


All But who comes yonder with 1 

Loks ſo wild, and garments rent? 8 
. 1 

Art FRE "BY ? or art thou the ghoſt 

Of that late valiant man ? 


DBE. Thou art in thy laſt conjecture Abt, 
I am, O Jephthah! but the ſhadow 5 
Of what . when at thy ſide this | 
Arm did mow down thouſands of proud 
Ammon's ſons. 
But is that beam of light return'd ; 
Thy fair angelic daughter; 


Jep. She is not yet return'd, with trembling 5 
Feet, I came as morning daw'n'd 
To meet her here. t 


Iz. Ibzan will 8 FT to thy preſence. 


Jep. No, my friend, forbear, leſt buſy 
Fame her fpotleſs innocence ſhou'd taint, 
And ſay, that in the two moons of pennance 
Which ſhe impoſed upon herſelf, 

She had a paramour, with whom ſhe. 
Did indulge her carnal appetite. 


| D. Then ſhall the blameleſs virgin die ? 


Fep. She muſt, or JEN break his 
Faith with God. 5 


NZ. Can Jephthah, that was ever ſucceſsful 
At ſtratagems, contrive no means to fave 
T he virgin's „„ 


e. That gladly with my own 1 000 ai 
Might 
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JEPHTHAH's DAUGHTER. 


Might! thereby ſave the forfeit of my vow. 
But ſtratagems with that omniſcient 
Power, who views the naked her Hh 

Are vain. 8 


Bz. Then Ibzan he has * ſhe hall not ee, 
And one of us muſt forfeit now his faith! 
Fame ſhall rumour that the ſweet maid is dead; - 
And unto all, but to my conſcious love,. 
She ſhall be incognifable——Bur fee! e Sk 
She comes ſhe comes: 2 
Like muſick are the lovely virgin 8 aue 1 
All the celeſtial powers do ſhed on her 


; Their facred influence. 


Enter Jenna, 


| e by the virgins, dreſt in white — * 
and crowned with garlands; Manual ELA 
{ings the following ode, which the virgins play 

upon their lyres, STAY all the while in _ ; 
lemn manner. 


a. Behold ! a 3 Werle we bring, | 
To the omnicient king: 

Her penance ſhe hath done 
Obedient doth.ſhe come 
Unto a parent's will. 


| She comes a blameleſs ſacrifice! - - + 
The virgin's praiſe proclaim unto the ſkies, 
In ſpotleſs i innocence ſhe dies. 
Nor ſhe, when youthful lovers ſues, 

Her ſolemn purpoſes e'er rues, | 

But calmly does them all refuſe. 
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 JEPHTHAL (E's DAU GHTER. 


Happy, happy, happy ſhe! 


That yields'up all,” | Cr Eno tl 
That yields up all N 
For * en | Rl 


Chorus, Happy, happy, Vc. 


With grace divine, the far 

She comes l from your ſoft lyre | 
Let heav'nly notes tranſpire, LD 5 
That ſweetly tremble in the ar ns 
Ye ſiſter. virgins quire. 

Your brows with garlands 3 | 
To the lyre's ſweet, ſhrill, de" LH ſound, 
Come dance ye ſoftly all around : 
Celeſtial cherubims attend in air, 
The virgin's ſpotleſs ſoul to bear 
To Eden's bliſsful ſeats above, 
Eternal ſeats of peace and love! 

All ſoftly dancing, with me ſay ; 
This is Jephthah's daughter fair 
Jemima's wedding day. 


Eſpous'd to heav'n, lo ! the oth virgin ſtands ! 


Bound with celeſtial Hymen's co bands. | 


Sublime event! 
On heav'n — 
The virgin ſne 

Is extac. 

All, all is raviſhment. 5 


"von Sublime e event! ? 1 &c. | 


1 
1 


* 


The * wp 2 comes ; forward, þi kneels a 
10 11. FART: altering the fullowing WO. — 


5 N My 8 moſt 1 Sir, 
| In the dreary deſart, I have perform d, 
For pardon of my youthful crimes. 

Lo! I have wreſtled with my Gd, 
And he hath gracious ſeal'd my peace; ; 
My ſoul is all over calm, ſerene, 

My life I offer vp obedient, | 
6 ON father ! to thy WM: 
(Fephthab ra iſes hos _ 


Jeph. Ah, me! what has my raſhneſs wrought l 
Why, ye Gileadites, why did you diſturb FD 
Me in my calm retreat? 

Morſe than my father's cruel ſons were we 
For jn my baniſhment fair peace did fill 

| Attend on me: 

he, in the dreary, filent hour of night, 

Wou'dever ſtrive to make my pillow ſoft, 
But nowon thornsI lay my weary head; 

Nor does the downy hand of ſleep ere ſoothe 
Theſe eyes, as he was wont, with ſoft repoſe. 

A daughter of beauty I then poſſeſs 'd, 

And ſhe was mild as morning's faireſt beams. 

Amoreath from Amnon's proud tyranny 

Did I releaſe, and from tell ſlavery 

| Redeem'd many of Iſrael's wretched ſons, 

That eighteen years had groan 'd beneath 

The * | 
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_ Thus did my country become fortunate, 4 
And I alone was render'd wretched. . 1 
Twas my ne RE REY my ruin. 


Jiem. Forbear, my father thy complaint forbeat. 
1 O great Jehovah! thou kind conductor 
Of my youth! 


|; To my father and my native country 

þ O! grant a long felicity—— _ | 

[| I die, yet think not that I ſhall | by 

i - No where exiſt, or that the winds | VVV 
1 Will diffipate my ſoul, „ 1 
Zh I have labour'd all my life tattain Wunde. . 

. And have now a ſtrong hope that lam 

þ Going for to attain its reward. 


ö Thoſe that endeavour'd to beautify | ON 

[| heir ſouls with purity, rather than 5 

N PE I ek. ̃ FR 
1 _ Ornaments, are always in 4 „ 5 
For the hour of their removal. 

| And tho' my ſpirit, too ſubtle - Ns 

. For mortal ken, do elude your ſight, * 4 

j Yet be you aſſur'd, my dear beloved friends, ; "Yi 

That your Jemima is not dead, _ 


No, this e e can never die. | 


1 
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Thi, But 0 FO bleſſed, Wn celeſtial aid * 
Twill be worſe than death to live without thee; 
| For while thou: ſpeaks fair Eden's garden 
ß odoriferous ſweets around, 


I was diſtracted in my choice, when 
Il thought upon the refined delicacies 


['\ 


Fem. O my Ibzan!! O my love! be ſatisfy'd Wo 


Conſent to yield me up: can I guiltleſs live, 


And render my righteous father to heav n 1 unjuſt ? 
Of all things precious in my joys, 
Thy love moſt precious was; 


And thy deareſt image, like an del; | 
Stood long betwixt me and my God ; 


Of thy love. 


But uch and ſo refined are al the ſpirits 
Of che juſt. 


Such has imagination painted angels 


In my breaſt; 


. And as this ever bleſſed ſociety ſhall 


And ſuch is that fair glorious ſociety 


With whom, as acquaintance familiar, 
1 hope ere long for to affociate, 


Our pleaſures will be then 
Like their duration infinite. 


Welcome me unto their fair abodes, 
So do I hope ere long to welcome thee : 0 
And then, my 1bzan, ſhall we live ſuch lives 


As angels live, ſo pure and ſo divine. 


— 


0 trumpet Jounds ; enter Adonikam. 


Ys Avi, Sad arm, my lord, 
Ere the Ephraimites as burn the city. 


. Jep. What is Weit quarrel, fay, wy 1 Ado- 


nikam ? 
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With an angel's vigilance. 


Ate. They chemi. to burn thy hats, a | 


Becauſe thou didſt not call them 


To partake of Ammon's ſpoils. 
Jiep. When we call'd them to our help, ey 


wou'd not come. 


| T hen at the peril of our lives. fought the Am- ; 


monites: 
And do they now expect to ſhare that, poll, 


8 Which we bad defiance unto death to win? 


But they cou d not ſure have demanded fight 
At a more convenient time, than when 
Jephthah wiſh'd for ſome fair pretence to die. 


Fo, thee, Ebineezer, our truſty _ approved 


* friend, 
The care of our chaſte daughter we commit. 


Ebin. And fear not thou, my. moſt honour'd 
wo . 
But I will guard the virtuous maiden 


*. 


 (Fephthah takes leave of bis daughter. 


CIO (to Bzan © Adonikam) 
gallant chiefs, _ 


4 


you, my 


Lt us once more the combat try, 
Wen ROOT wes or OPT" die. 


1 cc omnes. 
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ACTI. 
SCENE . 


* Rain in with Inzax, 


Bb. What means this quick return from fight 
my lord, | 

Has Ephraim yielded up obedience unto | 

Jephthah, our puiſſant chief? 

Have they laid down their arms again, op 

Speak, Ibzan, quick, and tell me all? 1 RE: 15 7 

I know thou could'it not fly, 5 1 5 

For thou was ever wont to court 

Homann where danger raged moſt. 


Iz. But the warlike trumpet has. no deer 
For to invigorate Ibzan's ſoul; 
In battles he no longer ſeeks renown, 
Since the palm that crown'd tis brow is loſt, 


Eb. T hy ſpeech i is, methinks, ſomewhat am- 


biguous. 
Tell me ſtrait, how goes the battle ? 


"i has Moſt reverend fir, I did not tay to Fry | 55 


T broke my ſpear, and threw my ſhield away, 
Who won or loſt gave no concern to me, | 
I have no life no love my fair one e 
Alas l is doomed to die 
But ere that ſhe receives the Meeris 8 knife, 
Ibzan vill pour out his life before her. 
* or FINE bereft of her 1s eye vain: 


n 


* 
— k— ͤ GbT D —ͥ— 


Alffront that thou does offer 
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And Ibzan will accompany his lovee. 


Therefore I pray thee, my 9 N 15 
Shew me to her.. 


EB. In any thing but this, thou, Ibzan, furcly 
Might command me ; | 
But, by the laws of ſacred honor, I am bound 

To keep the maid ſecure from every eye. 


Bz. Ah ! cruel man, wilt thou deny this grace | 
Unto a ſoul oppreſs'd like mine. S 
I only wiſh to ſee the maid and die. 5 


Eb. Had death now, Ibzan, been thy wk. 
Thou wou'd'ſt not have fled it in the field of war. 
But on ſome foul purpoſe thou art come, 
And I will guard the fair from thy poluting hand. 4 


Dez. What means this infolence ? baſe man! 
Did not thy age protect thee, this right hand 
Shou'd do its owner juſtice, for the bold | 


Cou'd Ibzan ever ſeek for to polute Sn 
Such immaculate innocence, the earth wou'd 5 bs 
Open ſure, and with its gaping jaws devour him. 
The Lord Jehovah, the omniſcient God! i 
He is witneſs that my heart never yet | 
Gave birth unto a thought that did reflect 
Diſhonour on my love,. — 

Nor cou'd divinity like her's beget a wiſh 1 impure. 

No, my Jemima ! fair as thy angelic form 

Has been my love ! 

And it ſhall never be a proſtitute 1 1 5 

For thy dear ſake, it never ſhall deſcend —_ , 

'To delight itſelf! in any other fair; „ 
| For 
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: Fo or Gilead's faireſt daughters are as much. 
Unlike to thee ! as thy great father is 
To that hagard piece of mortality 


Which bars my way unto thee: _ T's 


But Ibzan will find means to ſee his love; 
She needs not thy pretended guardianſhip— _ 
In her own virtue ſhe is moſt ſecure. - | 
And I charge thee, dotard! as thou values 
Life, not to provoke my rage. 


Eb. What means theſe brutal cheats 
Unto Iſrael's ſacred elder? | 
| Know, audacious-youth, that if in ſafety _ 
Our chief return, thou with thy life 
Shall anſwer this. 


„ perils! defy for ber! ns, 

_ While yet ſhe lives, ſcarce one ſhort hour, perhap, 
Do not deny theſe eyes to feaſt upon | 

Her looks, they are no cure for luſt: 

Unbar the door, and let me enter. 


Eb. Go thy way, thou fooliſh young n man, 75 
For thou ſhalt not ſee her. | | 


Bz. Thou lies, old man, tis not thy 
Shrivel'd arm that ſhall bar Ibzan ; 
From the . of his ſoul. _ | * Exit. 


3 


SCENE I. 4 Chamber in JaynrTnan' $ boyſe. | 


_ Enter EBINEEZER and IIIa. 


Eb. Conſens but now, O fair! to be my love, 
And I will tranſport thee far from thy fate, 
5 from thy cruel farher, we will fly, 


8 
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9 dooms thee mercileſs to death. 

Yes, we will live and love, my 8 fair. 

In ſome pleaſant valley will we hide 
Ourſelves, where bubbling ſtreams 

Do ſweetly murmur, and foft- footed | 
Winds nimbly dance around. 991 tot 
Plaintive nightingales ſhall fing us both to reli! 


Jum. Get thee hence, fly fooliſh man, fly from: 
my ſight. 

' Jemima has been courted for to lie 
By a form as fair as thine is fou; 
Go put aſhes upon thy hoary head; IP. Wo Cog 
Spend thy few remaining years-in penitence, 4 
Ere'thou art call'd before that Judge 1 
Who cannot bear impurity. 


4 3. I love be a crime; ſo fair i is the 3 


5 That man of neceſſity muſt ſin. 


But know, vain maid, that thou art in my power, 
And may thank me for aſking favours | 
That without thy leave I might have taken. 


Jem. No, baſe man, e IS the care of 
heaven. 
That pure God, to whom ſhe is ed, 
Will not receive a blemiſh'd offering, 
He, with his own ſtrength, will invigorate 
Theſe nerves, while he relaxes thine : 


4, Thou fooliſh, falſe, perfidious man! 


Ez. Thou may rail, tis all a woman can, 

mad 1 ſhall force thee to conſent. 

* hile he ſtruggles with her, a noiſe is lea at 
"the door; be tarts, and ſeems e 


ban enters with nt. 5 
Grd 5 | . Jen. 
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- O lbzan | bithou, art come in es hour 


For to preſerve me from this ſavage nn TO I 


xz. Thou baſiliſæ 65 Ebineezer - 255 
Was it for j ur poſes like theſe, that as inn 
A priſon thou did'it immure this angelic i! 
Sieze him, Suerds !—(7he guards ay. bold of 2 


Eb. Fellows deſiſt, know ye not cha | 
1 am judge in Jephrhah's Read? 5 


— 


Dx. And ef that high office well haſt 0 
Avaird thyſelf f 
(ens to tbo guards to take bim ; by carry | 
bim off the ſtage. 


Jem. What thanks are due to thee, thou anti” 
' Youth! for that thou didſt poi my 
Honour immaculate. 
How, with infamy, wou'd my name to 
Diſtant time been handed down, 
Had I, upon the verge of death, been polured 
By that old ſavage fool; 
Not even death cou'd hen have wiped 
Away the ſtain: 9 ert BP. 
It is my glory and my crown to die 8. 5 
In native innocence. ws as 07 


— 


1bz. And thou art innocence ck pure; | chax 
Were the lineaments of its ſoft features loſt, - 
They might take its portrait again from . 
How dared, with foul poluting hand, that 
Savage hear to touch theſe ſnowny ams, Ws 
That Ibzan ſcarcely dared to kiſs, leſt - 

lis breath Wore them diffolve.” | 


E 5.» 1 #: " 8 
D . 85 757 8 4 e 1 A 
- I em 
- 1 v 1 
* 


— 


** 


1 9 JEPHTHAH's DAUGHTER. 


Fa. Yes, my 1bzan, for while live mult 
Still call thee mine, 
Thy love was delicate, bee all ; 
Tis emulous ſure of thoſe chaſte ob | 
With whom, I truſt, ere long, we ſhall unite. 
But I pray thee tell me what guardian power = 
Sent thee to my relief at this important hour? 


8 It was, my fair, thy guardian angel fare, > 
For unuſual terror fiezed my ſoul, | 
Juſt as the bloody combat did begin, 

I therefore broke my ſword, and threw away 

My ſhield, and came by heaven 8 «a0 / 

To thy relief. 


Jem. I pray N how did the battle gos 
0 I fear my honour'd father's danger, 
The Ephraimites were in a anner ſo ſuperior. | 


Iz. Thou needſt not fear, nal og maid, 
For Jephthah's valour does him protect: 
He looks like Hermon's mount when _ 
* Flaſhing n kindles on its brow. 


As miſts diſperſe when the glorious ſun appears, 
So at the ſplendor of his majeſtic looks. 
The daſtard Ephraimites will aſſuredly fly. : © | © 


For had thy but one brave man amongſt 
Their tribe, when thy great father call'd 
Them to aſſiſt againſt the Ammonites, 
9 They cou'd not have refuſed to come. 


Jem. His bravery, I know, i is OY 

But his vow, alas ! [fits heavy on his ſoul, 

The terrors that I feel are upon | his {og thine 

3 O my Iban! I SE 
". Por: 
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For gracious Heaven has freed me from my . 


D. And does thou pity then thy Ibzan 1 
Thou art good indeed. f 
But think not that he will long ſurvive ties f 
Nay one fate, one fame, ſhall us both attend. 

A is Ibzan's glory to think that, when | 
wonderous piety, thy filial love 

Is to remoteſt time recorded, 5 

, His name ſhall ſtand with thine, thou ONE. 

Pattern of angelic purity! _ 

I will moſt gladly yield up life with thee, N 

So ſhall my freed Fe irit on thine attend 

To Eden's bliſsful ee eternal ſeats 

Of downy peace, and fair angelic love! 


Jem. This wou'd be bliſs indeed, my Wien 
For to be attended on my way by thee. 

But death will not at thy bidding, come, 
And mortal drugs e does 


Forbid. 


bz. Ibzan will need no mortal drugs, ſweet ; 
maid. | | 
Thy death will ſure be forcible enough 
To * the purple tide of life. 
(Enter E Elew, 


Elon. My hed lbzan, Ip pray thee what is 
Ebincezer's crime? Deeply 1 is all in uproar: 
About him; 2 
Women and children run about the city, fe 
The ſun, they ſay, might as ſoon ceaſe to 
Shine, as Ebineezer en from the Pubs :; 


of virtue. 1 | W 
D ry | 5 Such 


Can he become the paſſion's hurricane: 


Your fair companion i in | the needful hour? 


30 TEPHTHARY DAUGHTER. 
Such is the general opinion of this old N 


n patriot's virtue. 
The guardian of widows and orphans, 


He in years that are paſt was call'd, 


And when, with a ſpeedy pace, like to e a. 
Smooth, gentle purling brook, undiſturd' d 4 

By winds and impetuous rains, 8 ; 
The purple tide of life runs calm By hs r 


DB. No time of life from temptation is ſecure. 


- Had I not ſeen his brutal paſſion, 


Like thee, good Elon, 1 ſhould have wellen 'd; 
But ſuch was this vile man's audacious words, 


That he ſaid, I came on ſome baſe pretence, 


And he wou'd keep the maid from my poluting f 
Weng 8 
Then was I forced with guards to break the door, 
And found him offering violence to my love. 
But ſhe herſelf the truct will aſcertain. 


Jem. When 1 his odious paſſion wou'd 1 not chow, | 


The faithleſs man then offer'd forte, x 


And faid 'twas courteſy to aſk for favours, 


That without my leave he ger have taken. 


"Elon. Heaven may deceive us fure, ſince Ebi- 
neezer cou d. ; 1 / 


Jem. No, Elon, put not man, thus is fallible, 


In the ſame ſcale with omnipotent infallibility. 


e the virgins © with flowers. 
D. Diby did you deſert {70 the virgins) 


Naa. 
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Ore Suſpecting of no ill, the ſent us out 
To cull freſh — our garlands to renew, 
When, lo, Ebineezer, at our return, came forth 
And ſaid, that Jemima, ſome extraordinary 


Devotion to perform, beg d to be alone. 


Elon. Is it poſſible that this old man cou 'd be 
ſo frail! 


Iz. Hos with virtue fo FEE is Haie for- 
_ tify'd, | 
That all his efforts were > but vain, | 


Jem. Indeed l almoſt trembled at y danger, 
But mi deliverer came in lucky hour. 


9 pray thee, Elon, my good lord, keep 
hit in hold © | | 


Tin we great Jepbehalls pleaſure know. 


Ela. leo, * lord, to execute thy will. 
| 5 i; Exit Elon. 


NT, thaw 188 ye now, my dear companions, 
| Take your inſtruments, and let us drive 
Away all thoughts of this perfidious man, 
My Ibzan he will deign te to tune his lyre. 


Bz. How ſhall I tune my harp. to melody? 
N ſoul ſeems now upon the verge of death 


Js, My ſoul is too upon the wing, | 
But that attunes it more to harmony; 
I, like the ſwan, wou'd ſing at death' 8 approach, 
And! let our fouls, my 71 Ri be uniſons, 


AH's HAUGHE, ER. 


BBE. At ther bidding I then, 5 love, will ur * 
What Ow a bn aig can make. 


1 
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uin g. 4 following ODE, which Thais ant 
the virgins play upon their inſtruments. 


Leave mortality below, 
Mortality all frail and vain! 
How mean all earthly pleaſures ew, 5 
Eternity to gain. | 
An inexhauſtible delight 
Now ſwallows up my ſenſes quite 4 25 
Heaven me angelic wings does lend, 
On airy pinions I 
To! its celeſtial, glorious realms aſcend, 
To Empyræum' s bleſt abodes I fly! 
In laſting bliſs eternity to ſpend. 


The verdure of eternal ſpring, * 
The bleſſed everlaſtingly enjoy; 
With ſweet ſeraphick voice they ſing, 
Their variated numbers never cloy. 
Their reat ! eternal theme, Omnipotence !_ 
For at is right hand pleaſures flow immenſe. 


My mortal pilgrimage is done; 
Adieu ye, all my ſoft delights! _ 
Adieu to all beneath the fun; | 
Foys more fair me invites... 
MY deareſt friends I bid GN 
But I, ere long, ſhall meet with you, | 
Yea, we ſhall meet midſt roſeate bowers; 
5 Unutterable bliſs ! 1 
Amidſt E den's fair unwithering flowers 
* Shall we enjoy eternal happineſs. 


z come 
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I come ! I come, ye bleſt celeſtial powers ! 
Dnebbing raptures me inſpire ! 

Lift up your heads, ye everlaſting doors, 

My raviſh'd ſoul i is all on fire! | 
To bliſs uncircumſcrib'd by days and hours 
Does my enraptur'd foul her pinions ſtrain, 
All joy beneath the ſun does ſhe diſdain. 


O thou! unutterable ſource of grace 


When ſhall I view the brightneſs of thy face ? 
If hiding of thy power does ſhine fo clear, 
How ſhall the revealing of it appear? 
Pelucid ſplendor decks thy bright abode, 

_ O! thou ſupreme ! unutterable God 

The ſun's bright radiant beams are loſt in night, 

When thy vaſt ſplendor is reveal'd to ſight ; | 

Pair radiance ineffable ! divine! 
Does all around the Lord Jehovah ſhine. 


T3 


End of the Second Af. 
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| Scene the Fils z apes | Hs enter lerer, | 


7 ' with ADONIKIM. - 


8 i t Lord! oo 


Of ad ur thy is full forty thouſand loſt. 


O Ephraim! O my brethren ! how does mx 


Bowes yearn for you! 


Ado. Alas! my lord, they themſelves | 
Did their fall. neceffitite, . 1 
Did! not, by thine appointment, go 5 2 


Mediator unto this perverſe race? 
How did I remonſtrate with them upon 
The unlawfulneſs of the aſſault 


I told them that Jephthah their brother 3 
Beg' d amongſt Iſrael's ſons there might be peace. 


To which they anſwered with ee e 
Words of rank ſcurrilitʒ; | 


Calling us, and our puiſſant ladder, | 


Fugitives, a baſtard banditti crew: 


Averring flill that they would burn our 


Houſes, lay waſte fair Gilead's fertile plains, 
And drive us back to our fugitive reſidence again. 


. How often did I entreat their help 


Aga the Ammonites; 


Abd as oken did they refule 1 i come; 


6 * af 
* 4 „ 


Then 


What havock does ambition make 3 
Amidſt thy works! | 


1 
. . 
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. Then eb l meſſengers to parley with 
Proud Ammon's King; 18 
Acquainting him that it was now more 
Than three hundred years ago, | 
That, by Jehovah's divine permiſſion, 
Our great Law-giver took Amoreah 
From Sihon, King of the fierce Amorites, 
Becauſe he did refuſe a paſſage to him, 
With his wandering people, thro' their land; 
Of the Amorites they aſk'd no other boon 


5 Than to drink the common water, and to 


Breathe the common air: be 

Tet this their want of humanity refuſed,” 
And, at Jahaz, they Iſrael beſet in 055 
Where, by divine favour of his God, 

Did our great incomparable leader 

Put this inhoſpitable people all to flight. 
Thus did our gracious God give Amoreah 


Into our hands; and why does Ammon 


Seek to wreſt it from us now ? 

Loet them poſſeſs, 1 in peace, what Check 
© Their god doth give them to poſſeſs, 
And we will. poſleſs what the living 
God doth give to us.— 
This meſſage did I ſend, but the King 
Of Ammon wou'd not liſten to my words, 
Then, as a giant, with wine refreſh'd, 
Did I ariſe, the Lord of Hoſts did his 
Own ſtrength over all my limbs diffuſe "yy 
My foul ſal courage felt, — 4 
And to unequal combat my few troops I Lacks aß; 
Thou knows, my good Adonikim, 
For thou was ever preſent at my ſide, 
"How in blood and ſweat we fought; 
From Aroer even unto Minuith did we 


* "ow 


$ 
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Them purſue, glory and riches vigory 
Then in both hands brought; 

Twenty cities, with vineyards, did we fack, | 
And ample ipoils we gain'd : 

But we from conqueſt now return, 

And lo! no laurels deck our brows. 

It ſeems as if the hand had rais'd itſelf 

To maim the body to which it does belong, 

It feels the anguiſh which itſelf did cauſe. 
Mongſt yonder men that lay along the ground 
Iſrael a part of its own ſtrength hath loſt ; 

And by that loſs unto our common foes 

Are made an eaſier prey. 


| Ade. « Jephthab's valour mall that Joſs pays , 


1 Bec 


4 
! 


Elon. Hail, moſt puiſſant chief! Elon welcomes 
Thy return. | 


Jeep. Moſt 8 Elon, 1 thank es; 
The victory indeed is ours, 8 

But yet I mourn for the ſucceſs. 

Ephraim, our brother, is brought low indeed ; 
Full forty thouſand have they loſt. 


i Blon, And for hat loſk they only bare 
Themſelves to blame. 

How unwilling thou didſt them chaſtize 

We can this memorable day atteſt : 

Did they not ſet thy very houſe on fire? 

By no other means coud'ſt thou them reſtrain. 


AAo. "Theſe men, for whom thou mourns, 
O ©: * S 9 65 5 | 5 
In 
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In loſs no more concern the common-wealth, 
Than does the loſs of drones unto the hive, 
That ſet brooding upon their waxen cells =» 

For to be fed by the laborious ben: 

So did the Ephraimites ignobly reſt ; —— 
While midſt perils. of death and blood 
We fought; 

And wovu'd they ſnatch that prey out on: our 

teeth, .- 

Which we bad defiance unto death to win? 


Jeb. Ves, my good Adonikim, theſe ſpeile 0 
Were indeed by Jephthah dearly won; © 
They coſt him moreKhan victory can give. 

Ah! me! myevil genius ſure did prompt 
 Meto that fatal vow. | 


Elon. Haſt thou conſulted with the prieſts, my 
lord, . 
Will they not ſulfer thee fort to regron the maid 2 


Jep. The prieſts are men, and ſometimes frail 155 
ones too, 
They cannot reverſe rok and wrong; 
I made a ſolemn vow unto the Lord, 
And cannot from that vow depart. 
So grievous did the burthen which my g | 
- Brethren felt afict my ſoul, 
That I thought there was no "ny ee 55 
Hut itſelf; 1 
Then did I vow, incontinently, unto the Lots; 
That if he wou'd vouchſafe to give up Ammon 
Into my hands, that I wou'd offer up whatever 
A Firſt 
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Firſt came out of my gates at my return. 
When lol my daughter, in robes of gladneſs, 
Iſſu'd forth, with ſongs, to welcome me 


Her voice was like the hs rh _ deſcend” 
On embaſſies of love. 


Elon. Tos moſt unfortunace, my honourd fr, 
But if ſhe dies, her fame ſhall yer ſurvive, 
Vea, her obedience to her father and her God, 
Shall extend her name to earth's remoteſt end; 
From the odium of diſobedience ſhall 
The virtuous maiden redeem her ſex !. 
Eve did eat of the forbidden fruit, "= 
But Jephthah's Ae to fulfill all . 


„ 


Moſt willingly did Field herſelf to death. 


Jep. Well haſt thou ſaid, my ever faithful 
e 

_Unto remoteſt times hall ſhe be famed 

For her piety, and parental love. 

Then I will muſter up my ſmall remains 

Of fortitude to ſee my ſweeteſt girl again. 

Nature ! why didſt thou weave our Ons | 

In ſuch a myſtic web? 

Why didſt thou make our ſorrows than our joys. 

More forcible ? nay give us Joy's to make 

Our griefs more ſharp ? | 

For thou unto Jephthah gave a daughter, 5 

| Whom hadſt thou withheld, he had Known no 

E | 
But his grief is now unutterable 1 1 

Yet from his purpoſe ſhall he never ſhrink. 

O righteous Abraham! I will follow thy example, 


And O! that Jehovah, ever r merciful! 


, gry 
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Wou'd grant to my obedience like reward ; 
That he wou'd ſave my darling from the ſtroke. 
But what pretence have I for ſuch a hope? 
Not like that bleſſed A have I deſery d 
Of my gracious God——' 
Nor have I been favour'd like that holy man. 
What woes my wretched race of life has known! : 
So ſoon as my dear father's corpſe was laid upon 
The bier, did my cruel brothers drive me 
From my native home; and of my! lawful. 
Inheritence did me deprive. 
Then in the land of Job long time I did "OY 
A ſtranger, and in poverty. * 
Yet in this diſtreſſed ſtate | 
Did a fair female deign to yield me love, 
And ſhe my ſorrows and my cares conſol'd: 
But ſhort-liv'd was my happineſs; 
For ere the fun three times had journey'd 
Round the world, heaven depriv'd me of 
Her love, her tenderneſs, and ſweet: 18 5 
'F Care... 
Leaving this little maid to ſooth my woe; 
And in her ſweet face 1 ſoon diſcover” d the win- 
5 nin | 
Graces of her Locker; ; but ere that with 
Full fragrance they did their opening 
- Sweets diſcloſe, ſhe became the en cauſe 
_ Of all my grief. 
O! had ſhe not been fo en my cavfs fot grief 


Had then been leſs; but ſhe is an aſſemblage 


Of every quality that merits praiſe. and love: 
She was made from every creature's. beſt, 


EE Jephthah Weeds. | 
Ade. 
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Ado. O mighty Chief thy tears forbear, 
Thy noble atchievements now call to mind, 
And with their great ſucceſs conſole thyſelf. 
When Iſrael, revolting from the true, 
And only God, did worſhip Baalim, and 
- _ Aſhtaroth, whom the idolatrous ſtile Queen 
of Heaven, | 
Then the Lord Jehovah his power dew, | 
Full eighteen years were we by the Ammonites, . 
And by the cruel Philiſtines oppreſt, _ 
Until deliverance by thee was Bak: | 
Nor cou'd another chief in all the land 
Be found of valor equal to the mighty taſk. 
Thy N s ſons were hat dead men compar'd to: 
thee ; 
Of Gilead's Joins was. thou the en and 
might! 
Therefore, ſince by he Lord ot” 
Thou has been thus diſtinguiſh'd, - 
Deem not thyſelf, O Prince | raya 
Had thou not rather that thy daughter die 
In virtuous innocence, _ 8 
Than, by a life of infamy. bedid: Pr: - 
Difcrediz the atchieyements of a noble fire ? 


ny 


Enter Baan. 


Ibz. Hail, noble Chief! Ibzan welcomes 
Thy victorious return. b 


Jeep. My good Ibzan, I thank che. 15 
Haſt thou, ſince thy return, viſited _ 
Our 8 . * daughter! ? 


Z a . 


She cou d not deviate from the paths of virtue; 
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Bs. 0 Jephthah! I have Pugs chat will ſtun 
thine ear. 


ep. What is it? I pray . my good Ibzan, 
7 


ay f 
 Jephthah's ear is ſo much wel to direful tales, 
That ſurprize has loſt its uſual force. | 
Does it concern my daughter? 5 
Does ſhe ceaſe to live? has ſickneſs effedted | 
What a parent trembles for to name? 2, 


— * _ T 
—— —— — —— — aw 


She cou'd not ſtain her native purity. 


Dx. No, her purity remains unſtain d, | 
It, like a mountain, ſtands immovable : 
But ſhe has been beſet with perils 
Yet Heaven did graciouſly preſerve her. 


ep. How, I pray thee, Ibzan, ſay? 
For now my ſoul begins to take alarm. 


Bz. O Jephthah ! it will harrow up thy foul. 


I To find that 1 755 Ebineezer did betray thee. 


| Fep. As ſoon I thought the ſun might change 
his courſe, _ 

And gallop back from his meridian height 

Unto his chambers in the eaſt again 

As ſoon I thought might the fix'd ſeaſons change, 
And winter, with his.leaden teeth devour ; 
Our faireſt hopes of future harveſt, t.. 
As Ebineezer ſorſake the paths of truth. 


xz. The tale is horrid, yet, O Fm! | 
I will tell thee al: 


When as the bloody combat did begin, 8 


: 7 _ * 4 — — * 
— —— EIIDY 


* 
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I, as by ſome divine impulſe led 4 


Beſpairing, threw my ſword and ſhield away, 0. 

And came, with haſty ſteps, to ſee my fair. | 

When lo! Ebineezer ſtopt my paſſage at the gate, 

And faid that on fome baſe pretence I came, wm. 

But he wow'd gvard- the fa air from my pobunng 
hand ä | 

I did atteſt my innocence, but 'twas fruitleſs all; 

Then with a guard I forced my way 

We broke the door, and, with aſtoniſhment, 15 

Found him ſtruggling with the far; 

She was pale and breathleſs, . | | 

But ſoon the roſes in het cheeks revived, 

And lhe ſaid that Heaven, in Oe hour, 

Had ſent me to her relief. th "rt ny 


Jep. Thou haſt harrow'd vp my ab d 
But Heaven was gracious, that ſent thee 
For to preſerve her innocence.— EA 
Thus, in one unguarded hour, has Ebineezer 
Loſt thoſe laurels, which in the courſe 
Of a long life, he with diligence did gain. 
Not until death ſhou'd we aſcertain « © 
The merit of a virtuous life. 
Who cou d have thought that in Ebineezer' 8 
Shrivell'd veins ſuch hot | blood had run! 
In youth our paſſions are impetuous, 

- And with cool reaſon will not be reſtrain a, 
But age is the calm ſerene of life, ym 
'Tis the autumn of our year; 2 3 | 
When ſummer's vehement heat ſubſides, 

Keaſon, the ſun of rationable fouls, OW, 
Diffuſes its mild beams upon the mind, 
And all is calm and ſweet ſcrenity. 


Like as when autumnal ſuns doin the dia ſet, 
ge 


— 


Radiance on the world to ſhed; 
Such is the mild ſerenity of virtuous age, 


As nearer it approaches to the heavenly 
Light, the brighter it appears; 
And miſerable muſt that perſon be, 


Who, in this ſeaſon, hath not learn d to curb 


1 Each ſenſual n | 


Enter Jemima. a 


Fem. Once more welcome from the war, 5 
O chou puiſſant man | 


= Gilead ever find a leader like to thee! 


Jep. And may that leader's fate be as fortunate 
As mine 1s wretched! 


But, O my child! I tremble at thy danger 
Cou'd Ebineezer deſcend to actions baſe as theſe ? 


Jem. Blefs Heaven! O my father! that ſent 
A friend at need. Ebineezer did betraß 
That truſt which thou repoſed in him, 

But Heaven was kind, and wou'd not ſuffer 

_ Him for to pollute my innocence. 


Fep. Where is the vile pertidious.m man ? 


Elen. I have him in my Ms rill we thy | 
pleaſure knew. 


2 ep. He ſhould hape died to fare! kis crime, 
_ Ipray thee, my good Elon, bring him here, 
And let him anſwer for his offence, - s e 


i, ITHAH's DAUGHTER. 33 
8 1 their parti- colour d rays, fair. x : | 


_ r 15 


2 
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Elon. I gg my lotd, to fetch him. 0 Exit Elon. | 
FJep. How will this ridiculous man appear Lo 


What excuſe for his foul crimes can he now 


make ? 


Euter Klon wich Foncerzen., TP 


7 Eb. Cover me, O Earth! and let not Jephthab's 


Juſt eye meet mine. 8 " 


Fep. Is it poſſible that there is ſo little Faith 
Left upon earth ! 


Ah, juſtice! ah, Gieadibip ! whither are ye fled? 


Ez. Rail upon me, O Jephthah ! and with thy = 3 
Curſes blaſt this hoary head ! 
Ebineezer wou'd not ſee the light again: : 
No, his foul guilty looks will blacken 
All the fair expanſe of Heaven; 8 
The glorious ſun will not on me look, 


8 


But, indignant, turn away his bleſſed * 


And fiery meteors will appear, to make 
My guilt more terrible! _ 

I am a wretch, like Cain accurſt ol God: 
Accurſt of God, and thee, | 


I was the people's angel late, © 


X It, 2 devil am tranſmew d. 


ep. This accuſation of chyſelf adele os ( 


4 That ſome ſmall ſpark of grace does yet remain. 


Springs thy repentance, . from ſhame, 1 
Or from remorſe of ſoul? C! 55 
Is it becauſe that thy baſe heart is now 


; * 
; 24 4 4 4 - v8 — 
4 * * 


3 Diſcover'd to the world? or for grief that 


1 Thou 9 


r 
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E didſt entertain diſhoneſt thoughts ? 
And betray'd that truſt, which, as in 
_ My guardian-angel, 1 repoſed i in thee, _ 


E. Of both I ſtand condemned, 
Thou judge of Iſrael, my juſt doom 
Decree, for I am weary of the light. 
Guilt, like a phantom, haunts my every thought, 
He that ſlew his brother was not more vile >a > 
F me. , 
Hide me, O Earth ! hide me from my crimes! 


Jep. Be patient, Ebineezer, there is mercy js 


If repentance be ſincere, our law-giver _ 175 
That we ſhall find grace. 


Eb. My purity of life can Gilead's 3 
well atteſt; 
I had no paſſion but to 'preſetve their 1 innocence 3 3 
And often did I wonder how men, for 
Such tranſcient joys, cou'd be ſo frail ! 
How they cou'd permit themſelves to fin 
. Againſt the laws of purity, of which 
Nature gives us conſciouſneſs ; 
And tranſgreſs the laws of God, 
Which declare that no impurity ſhall 
Him en 
| But lo! on a ſudden, virtue left my breaft, 
( And furious brutal paſſion did ſucceed ; 
= -T then.determin'd on the impious act: 
The viſion of thy friendſhip, within my fancy, 
. aroſe, and warmly chid me 
- | For my baſe ingratitude. 25 
| The virgin wept, and by ev'ry fuered tre 
* me to forbear; 


F 2 TT Her 
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Her piteous tears wou'd have melted ſtone, _ 
But had no power upon my flinty heart; 
And as I preſt in her my guilty arms, 
So vehement, in agonizing pain, 
Fer heart did beat, that I wonder'd 33 

At my ſavage ſoul, which nothing cou d 1e to 
5 pity, $i; 
So violent was my deſire, that every obſtacle 
Inflamed it more, death and thy diſpleaſure _ 
I ſet at nought, ſo furious was m barharous pub: 

- . ſion grown: | 

The temper fure did add forne energy, 
For never was impulſe ſo ſtrong in mortal breaſt. 
But now the remembrance of the intended 4 
Is, like wormwood, bitter to my ſoul. 

My wiſhes did conſent—and of the infernal crime 

1 ſtand accuſed. | 

Condemn me then, thou Judge of Iſrael ! 

For I myſelf am witneſs to my guilt. 


Jep. Then, Ebinoezer; I will admit why 1 7885 


tence 


For thy preſent ſorety, i in hopes that thou wilt 
No more offend. 
And may thy ſtory be a leſſon to frail man, 
Who too often thinks himſelf ſecure, and ſtands 
Not on his guard for to reſiſt temptation; 
For there are certain affections ſeated in the 
Human breaſt, which it will affimulate, 


And watches for the time in which we think our- | 
ſelves ſceure, | 


. Of what thy wiſdom does 3 I ſand 


a fatal monument: 
_Tof th virtue grew too confident, and thought | 
| That, 
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That, like wine, it by age grew ſtrong ; . 
But, while the ſoul holds affinity with fleſh, 
It ſhou'd be watchful o'er itſelf. | 
When from that dark ſheath it is diſengag'd, 
No intermediate object can obſtruct the heavenly 
Radius that envelopes it with ſplendor | 
Everlaſting and immenſe. 

But, O! my ſoul hath forfeited that light! 
It is all — darken'd with'1 impurinſ. 


Jeep. Be of comfort; Heaven i is indulgent 
To returning virtue; 


5 My daughter ſhe will ſupplicate-for thee, | 


Es. No, her pure eyes cannot deſcend to o look 
Upon a wretch ſo vile as me. | 


Fem. Think not, Ebineezer, that rancour now 
Can reign within my breaſt : 


My ſoul already ſeems an uniſon of thoſe fair a- 
5 b 


Where, like Aaron's rod, ooh all other paſſions 


does devour. 
Thou has my pity for thy groſs offence, _ 
And may all-gracious Heaven thy pardon ſeal, 


Eb. Heavenly grace flows already from thy 
Z 

© Like to thoſe angelic forms deſcending down 
With meſſages ps and love to fallen man. 
Grace from thy lips, like honey, does diſtill, 

And * forlorn 2 875 with ſweet comfort fil. 
(Exeunt omnes. 


I of thy Third 46. 
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LIE * iv Rn. 


#1 * 


. the Fi irt; a r- room in IxPHTHAEH' boſe, | 
in which an altar i is erected, with feftson curtains of 
blue and purple ; enter JernTran with his ar" a] 
ter and IBZAN. wt 


Jem. 1 | row, my deareſt father, and my Ibzan, 
All things are ready for the ſolemnity; 

The Prieſts and Levites, with 1 inſtruments 

Ot muſick, are arrived: 

And I pray you be of good courage ; 

Let not, O my father, and my Ibzan # no book 

Of grief diſcourage me thryughovt this awful 

| ſolemnity. 

My death ſhall be honour'd by the living, | 

And my ſoul thall enjoy a nearer communication 

With that ever bleſſed power, whoſe glory 

We can never be filled with beholding ! 

He does himſelf far tranſcend all that 1 is 

Monderous in his works! 

His glories every idea of glory does tranſcend, 

And his incorruptible ſpirit is in all things. 

It hath pleaſed him to perfect me in my youth ; 

1 have filled my ſpace, and, I pray you, 

| Strive not, with looks of grief, to ſoil my crown. 

Let it not be ſaid, that Jephthah's daughter 

Met death with a reluctant eye. 

My honoured father! I oft have heard you ſay, 

That I, in infate ſtate; had a mother who did 

| Doat on me, and will not death unite me 


wage £ — 
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| To her love a >. 4 i - navy mls ut 
We will await my father: 8 coming, 1 
Our bliſs to conſummate; 
With thine, my Ibzan, thou faireſt model of fide- 
Ts ot 


Eternity will ſo refine our loves, that they will be 
Angelic and divine! 


Iz. O thou eſſence of angelic purity ! os 
Nen leſs than heaven i is worthy ſure of thee, 


Enter the PRIESTS. 5 


I. Let N bid farewel to 4 deſt 
Of daughters, and of womankind : (be ſalutes ber. 
My fo ul will, with impatience, wait, 
To meet with thine again.” 


Bz. permit thy Ibzan one : laſt cakes, 
01 e Moine ſweeteſt fair ! | 


(Ar. alutes zer. 


"up. O ye ſacred miniſters * death, 
Are you now arriv d! ! (to the priefs. 


Elea. I pray thee, Jephthah, my lord, he calm. 
nigh heaven hath bleſſings ſtill in ſtore for 
thee ; 
In ſoft ſlumbers of the filent night, lo! 1 
A choir of glorious angels ſaw : , 
Their looks were roſy red, diffuſive of ſoft love, 
0 fair endearing innocence. . 
They play'd upon their glittering golden har , 
While thus with voice of raviſhment they rs 
Salvation unto Fan we proclaim ! 


By | 


WIG =" Gs. «46 
Sa 


bay ru + woo wo ER -* —— wks 6 
- Eq , 


WE. F c 4 _— 1 * K — 
as Os AI EC, Re in oe ot En ae ae ego 
.. — — — * 5 7 * er 8 gy 
A 
4 

o 


Such effeuvium did their breath TY 


. ; ink Lend, O heavenly hoſt! 


” 
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As overwhelm'd my ſenſes with delight, 

And in ſweet extacy I did awake. 
Therefore I pray thee, O thou belov'd of Heaven! 
Let Jemima, with the virgin choir, aſſiſt us 


| To perform a ſacred I that for the 1 


I have compoſed. 


Eiter the Vi reins, vt feos Lata, "with their 

muſical inſtruments, followed by the Elders ; Je- 
mima joins the Virgins, they follow the Priefts and 
Tais up to 5 alen ſinging the n Qne. 


AWAKE cds ſalthy-breathiog vel . 
From the ſymbol and pſaltery | 
Let louder, bolder notes i ö 
.Concordant ſounds agree. 
In a ſadly pleaſing ſtraiin 
Let the warbling lute e ; 
The vaulted ſky rebound 1 
The ſhrill trumpet's ſound 8 wo 
From its ftarry roof around, : 
Faſt To praiſe God in his . 1 
His great tranſcendant glory to expreſs !_ 
your nid, 
Our unhatlow's lips pervadez _ - - 
With your own warmth our ſong inſpire, 
'Ye fair, divine, celeſtial choir! 


_ _, -"Exult we in the Lord Jehovah's. name, 


Hs great, his everlaſting grace proclaim z 
Te twinkling ſtars, with ſparkling tays, , 
-And glorious ſuns, that 5 run, 

Prockuim * all 3 cat Me win, 

ec 


" = 


n 
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Fo harbingers of day; that ſweetly ſung, 


When God this earth Ain balancäd hung: 
All ye ſons of God, that with ſhouts divine, 

Rent Empyrzum's vaulted chryſtaline, 
When this fair earth, for man, was ien 
Our ſong now ſoftly, ſweetly aid! 


Ye meſſengers of great Jehovah's grace! 


Diſplaying comfort to a fallen race, 


Come animate the ſoothing ſound, 
Let grief in extacy be drownud. 


Let every ſoft breathing note IRE T 
Divinely ſweet to Jephthah's raviſh'd ear. 
O! animate his ſoul with joys divine l 


Patient ler him his woes on heaven line. 


ie AE ade: 
Upon a mortal fluctuating ſtate, 


On Heaven alone let him caſt all "EAR 


His joys ſhall all be realized there; 


Soft dancing pleaſures there abounds 
Eternally they circle round. 
While poſſeſſing, never cloying,, 
ITheſe are pleaſures worth el ns 
How tranſient are the charms 
That frail mortality await, 
In this changing, ineonſtant ſtate, 
Where fell grief is ſtill annoying 
M.0ocrtals with dire alarms, © 
But with no falſe deceptious licht, 
Eternity ſhall mock our ſight : - 8 
There neither plough we earth nor ſeas, 
With our wiſhes every thing agrees, 
| Freſh ſprings of joy, 
Without annoy, '- 
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Iafair ſucceſſion riſe! . 
Illuſtrious ra ys. 
Glorious blaze! 
JJC oo 
Charms the 1 n 
Pleaſing ſcenes e NS 
Intervenes, 2 5 
10 charm the il eyes. 4 62 
Choirs of fair bleſſed angels ſing 
Seraphic notes before their king. 
= ell grief and woe are drown'd, - 
In the ſweet pleaſing ſound, "2 
T hey ſtrike hw r harps, and joys 5 5 
With glorious ſparkles, from all eyes! 
Thus, with ſweet extacy, they ling 
Unto their great eternal king : 
With lovely fair endearing charms "_ 
Heaven woos Jemima to its arms. 
Hark! loud voices from the ſkies, | 
Bids her ſpotleſs ſoul ariſe. 
Like the ſweet lark in 116 
Does ſhe aſcending ling. - 
Farewell unto every mortal love, | 
In haſte Jemima crys, - 
For lo ! to fair Empyreum's ſons above 
I mount the lofty ſkies. 
Array'd | in love and gladneſs ſee! 
Angels come, ſweet maid, to uſher thee ! 
As muſick ſoft they move along, 
With harmonious grace, 
Like ſweet muſick join'd with ſong, © 
Is their celeſtial pace. 
The abodes eine 1 1 
Of chryſtaline 


5 N 
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Do thee invite! 
The abodes above 
Are paved with love, 
5 And ſoft delight. 
Lo! the ærial TALL 
For. thee unfolded ftand !. | 
There ſhining troops of angels waits | 
By omnipotent command. 1 | i 
Thy paths are ſtrew'd with unwithering: flowers; 3 4 
/ Eden reſerves.its ſweets, 
All pleaſant odours meets TOR EE 
In its delicious eine bowers. OE 


The make ceaſes, e is led by the Hs rob Pricf i 169 F . 
the altar, followed by the Virgins ; aſſiſted by them - 
= lies down upon ine Weiters ; the curtains are . | 
drawn. 


4 the Priefts are preparing the 1 8 | 1 
Thzau ſwoons, and is carried off the tage. As the 
High-prieſt lifts up the ſacrificing knife, an angel 
— down within the curtain, and 2 him by on 
the Aer, uttering the following words. 1955 | 


Hold, Eleazer—hold—thy hand N 
To fave the virgin's life from heaven I came. 
As all-glorious upon his radiant throne 1 
The Majeſty of Heaven ſupremely ſhone ! | 
Meſſiah, incircled with his ſplendid rays, Rt 
And looks benign, thus to his father ſays: 
O thou ! ever gracious ! incline thine eyes 
-Unto the Fairhful Jephthah's ſacrifice !. 
Accept the virgin's parental piety, _ 
- . Ibzan's bleeding ſorrows ſee 1. 


Ws | 
G 2 Mlierxcy's 
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5 The Angel ner 3 Yeobthah receives his Boer, er, 


And, walking in his light, we will rejoice. | 


O! never let his worſhippers deſpair! © 


1 For when hope w was as pat, the Lord decem the 8 
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Mercy's illuſtrious ſignal then ardfe, 19 
A blaze of emeralds ſtrait the throne incloſe; 
We ſaw more roſy-red our looks appear'd, 


Shouts of joy throughout the bleſt i were 


heard. 
And glad I, at Meſſiab's fortiingns, came, 
The ſpotleſs: virgin's life for to proclaim. | 
I am one of the miniſters of grace 


Unto man's degenerate, fallen race z/9o—\" | 
For to receive omnipotent command, Fr en ET, 


I in the beatific preſence ſtand ; 


The prayers of ſaints, cohdenſed: to odours, E:: 


Offer to Heaven's imperial Majef 6.7 
My name is Raphael in the bleſt abodes, SR SH 
A meſſenger of the moſt holy God's. 1 
Oft in etherial flames do I deſcend; | 


Our ſubſtances to all things can . we 


Upon the wings of Mercy we come 9 


When grace unto returning man is ſhewn : EN 3 
And now am I glad — ſince this grace to you 


The Lord Frege, doth bet me ſhew.. ” 0 


eee, foe {6 metas. qecſamarien. 5 


Fp. Oh! pralle we now the Find Qraniporent! 
For he our horn hath raiſed from the duſt: | 
He with his gladneſs hath our dwellings fll'd, 


When we of hope were ſadly left forlorn, 
Then neareſt was his hand to help our woe. 


maid. 


Jem 


8 * DAUGI IT 


Jem. I am all over ai ort 120 eaſy! a | 
Not that becauſe my life is . 1 
But that I am announc'd the care of Heaven. | 1 
How great how vaſt is this deliverance! © Þ 
My gracious God did fend his angel f . | 
Out of overflowing TWew , 
Pleaſant is his grace unto my foul! © © . Þ 

But where is my Ibzan ? he is not dead?” | 
No, gracious Heaven wou'd not fo mock my . 1 
To ſend me back to life without his love. 


4 


For to ſave his tears, and thine, my father, | 
Was all pretence | had to wiſh for life ; i 


Nothing cou'd have drawn oy ſoul to earth ol 

Again but you; [ 
ä For Death of all his terrors was Air . 1 f 
5 ] 


The bleſt abodes were open to my view; 
My longing foul ſtood ready pruned for tate, - 
* And all my hopes were full of bloſſoms fair. 
-- ſoul was clad in the robes of Forte, | 
* Firmly I ſtood, reſolv'd to leave the world, | 
Siolicited by proſpects more divine; | 
- | They open'don my ſoul, as I begun | 
VTV diverging from my native element. | | 
But, ſince it is the pleafure of my God 1 


ny 


/ 


Jo fend me, for your comfort, back again, 


] receive the favour grateful from his hand; " ö 
And that life which he ſo gracious gives, | 
"T0 ſpend in ſhewing forth his glorious praiſe, . | 


"7. How near is God to thoſe chat a9. him + 
owe: | 


f Elea. That God ad this deliverance iter 
By chat ſacred viſion he t to me foretold 1 - - 


x 


Nor was he ever known to look upon þ-) 
Such piety as your's with cold neglet. \. 
Chaſte piety, with humble mien, attends 
The throne of grace, ſhe bears to heaven  _ 
The prayers of all the juſt, while adverſe winds 
Diſperſe thoſe prayers that flow from lips impure. 
F: When Piety has offer'd up this precious incenſe 
1 Unto the gracious Majeſty of Heaven, 
=  KShe trait returns with comfort to the penitent, 
Diffuſing ſweet celeſtial. love and fair content. 


: * + 1 y : on 8 4 15 4 98 . i 29 
| End of the Fourth at, 
1 
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* 
/ . Re : | 
ACT 
4 
F j | . 
I 1 | : 


JEPHTHAH's DAUGHTER: 47 - 


Y 


e 70 


Scene 15 F indy enter 22 and Daun. Ns 5 


* Ick, my 3 has art now ls; 


Iam not diſappointed of my. paradiſe 4 


B. And art thou alive, my love, my ſole hi 
CE. 1 
Art thou ſubſtance, or etherial ſpirit? 
No thou art ſemblance divine | 
And Ibzan's ſoul hath overtaken thee in its light 
Our happineſs will not be tranſient now! _ 
No, Win be everlaſting as our love. 


fem. e heaven, I truſt, will make'i it 0. 


When our mortal race is run, but we are 5 e 
Within the verge of frail mortality. | 

Bz. How didſt thou eleape, my ens for J 
For when my ſwooning eyes forſook the light, 
The horrid inſtrument was raiſed to n 
Thy Pan life. 


Jem. It was Sk heady dead to tell "We 
The everlaſting God, midſt mercy ſent 
An angel down to ſnatch the knife. 


D. The Lord is wonderful i in all his ways, - 
And his mercies does nen his e | 


Enter 


4 \ 4 

% * 
4 

- I 8 0 6 e 2 
. 
oo 
6+ of - 
* 5 

0 


| TER. 

1 : FT 

1 | 2 hanna, ; Wn nds down before him. 

| "IF = "7 

1 1 Moſt noble fog hthah ! hs 90 miracle, 

"x The benevolent Cree hath unto . 5 

NY Reſtore again the pious maid,” SN 

U O imitate his gracious clemency q 1 5 

= And my fidelity approve ;, . ST» 
=! ** | „n 1 
1 O dad thou regard my ſufferings paſt! * 8 

I Let pretenr) Joys OE their . ; 


am ovol ve cee n bie 


ren Yep. Yes, my MOL? it wou'd be 17475 7 
o ſet thy Gul. like 8 's fleece, be dry 
When gur gracious God diffuſes joy on al 
Since ſuch {alyation hath, been wrought t MW 
It with our daughter's nuptials ſhall be crown'd. 
* Unto thy atdenr love we give the ma, $i 


net, + | 
1 The ſiery trial all thy droſs has purg d, HE Wer 
Wo - And made thee worthy. of her tenderelt love. * 

l _ The Prieſts and Levites come to offer - 


Up afaorifice of praiſe; and, my Ibzan, . 
When that is done, then ee e eee 
| 54 Fair hymeneal rites begin. al l 


Iz. How ſhall L expreſs my IT 
Thou more chan father! more than eon! 1 


Fey. Gratitode is only due to our gracious God, 
| 0 o hath reſtored to life the maid | 
For to reward thy faithful virtuous. lovg. 5 
Art thou willing, my Jemima, to e 5 
| This faithful generous * 15 5 


W 


2 % 6 E 
. 5 7 1 ov 
| em. 
4 | 0 1 
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JEPHT JA 


Jem. Fe or to Anden the feelings of 1 my heart, 
Wou'd, my honour'd father! fender me F molt 
5 aſe, $ 8 
Our hearts have long ben nao; 


And by the laws of ſympathy are tied; 


His love molt precious was amidſt my joys, 
And coſtly was his tears unto my ſoul ; 


Nothin fave heaven cou'd ſupplant him in * 


eart: 


I did pennt the bright celeſtial inhabitants of hear 


ven like him 
But, lo ! I found the idea een, 15 


When the celeſtial viſitant deſcended 1 
An emanation flowing from beauty's ſource: 


The heavenly radius all his features overſpread, 
His face like to our divine AYES. vx Fo 


Upon Sinai's glorious mount appear'd, 


It was brightneſs and ſplendor ede. Mz 
Like unto him will all the righteous ſhine, _. 


When radiated by thoſe celeſtial beams Fall] 
Which everlaſtingly do flow, 1 
From the ſource of beauty. a and of grace. 92 da 


Enter We Prieſts, Lovites, ud Virgins, Kk nd 

Naim the e fo(lowing _—_— 

Elea. In chte hymns, Harmonics lays,. 
Ye Levites, ſtrike the ſounding bre !. . 

Unto the great Jehovah's praiſe 


With gladſome voice aſpire. 


* 
1 


Like incenſe ſhall the ſound aſcend, 1 KY 


Where ſhining troops of angels tend 
Ihe bright immortal throne of grace; E 
Incirgled, with che rays, . 
H | The 


I's DAUGHTER: 49. 


IF 
1 


. 


RES. With raviſhment eternally they — 10 


56 JEPHTHAH's DAUGHTER: 


The ſplendor of Jehovah's face! 


Eternal ſing his unexhauſted praiſe, | 
Sweet Mercy, more than ſacrifice, _. . 
Delights the Father of all grace and love 
From Mercy ſweeteſt incenſe riſe 
Unto the bleſt celeſtial realms above. 
From love each being it derives its birth, 


To love e created MY ant 
earth. | 


99 
211 14 


+ 
5 71 


18 4 : 4 5 * $3 1 F 1 0 


From love divine our gracious G04 : 
Did all his creatures animate ; 135 1 n 

Deſcending from his bright abode 
A world for to create 


46- 


& happy world, while man n of 
His fair primævous innocence, © 5 . 
The image of his God maintain'd, 3 
Nor knew to give offence. Find ad 2 


Unlike that God whom Ammon's ſons adore, =p 
All o'er beſmear'd with mournful parent's tears, 

And piteous ſtruggling infant's ſtreaming gore, 
Our great, our univerſal God appears. 


Unlike grim Moloch: horrid! direful King! 


Appears the Author of all Grace eee 


| Unto Moloch with noiſy. drums they ling, 


While they their pitcous offspring place 
On his dread altar, cruel ſacrifice! _ 
Regardleſs of their ſhrieks, and direful cries, 


Array'd in mae great Jehovah he 


: Look'd down, O Jephthah! man belov'd ! on 


thee! 


Reverſing of thy virtuous eg em Ae | 


He all * tearful woes did 8 111 
With 


— 


— rf Ont un ehoies — 6s Ce eee — | 
y * Gy * on - J Ln... * N 0 


- 


JEPHTHAH's DAUGHTER. > 


With fair mercy chear'd thy woeful face, 


Sending an angel to proclaim his grace. 
Loft in the ſplendor of each heavenly ray, 


The dolors of our grief are fled away; 


The Son of Righteouſneſs auſpicious roſe, 


An healing on his wings, to ſoothe our woes. 


1 hen ſweetly to the ſounding lpre, | 
With nimble ſteps, in mazy dance, 
Ye bright, ye beauteous virgin e | 
Come ſoftly now advance 
With grateful hearts expreſs your joy, | 


With thankfulneſs your ſmiling hours N 3 


Your ſorrows now are done away, 

Bright halcyon days enſue, - 8 

O! celebrate, ye fair, this happy day! | 
As does the circling year its youth renew. 
Not with ſad lamentable voice of woe, 
Let zephyrs your looſe treſſes blow, 

But in ſeraphic hymns expreſs your ſong, | 

With lofty ſounding, fair exalted ſtrains, 


25 To gladneſs does ſuperior ſtrains belong, 


— 


Gladneſs ſuperior ardour claims, 
Unto divine Omnipotence addreſs your ſong. 


With purity of mind expreſs 
The ardour of your ſouls divine, 
Nor can your gratitude be leſs, 
While pleaſures round ye ſhine. 
In bright heaven's fair angelic molds 
| Omnipotence has form'd your 1 
Immortal happineſs to prove: 
O] do ye not deface 
The work of great omniſcient power and dom 
Je emima hath reſtored the female raee, 


1 


Io the attainder of their parent Eve 
She does her ſex retrieve. 185 
Her ſhining path ye fair pure 
For ſhe to heaven's high will her fate reſign'd; 3 
Like her, O! bear ye ſtill a heaven in view! 
Like her's, O! be your purity of mind, 
And unexhauſted peace you ſhall eternal find. | 
The incenſe of our lips, in choral Jays, wif 
Let us now offer up a ſacrifice: 
For heavenly mercy "fie tranſcends all praiſe, 
That can from mortal beings riſe. . 
Lend, lend your voice, you glowing ſeraphims ! ] 
To praiſe our great unutterable God 
With yours, ye bright celeſtial cherubims! 
That hymn around the bleſt abo dme: 
O! join ye all with vs in choral lays, 
To offer up a ſacrifice of grateful praiſe. 


0 The muſick ceaſes ; Jepbt bab gives bis 
daughter” s hand to bn. 


Yep. Take, O Tbzan! this maid to be thy wife, 8 

And may the Lord, the everlaſting God! | 
Give you joy for this your grief; 

Felicity your ſorrows recompence: _ a I. 
Your proſpects now are flouriſhing and fair, 

The very ſeaſons do around you ſmile, 

All things with the face of Paradiſe is crown'd ; 
Peace, with her halcyon next, will build near you; 
She, fair, mild and gall-leſs dove, 

Shall with her olives you encompaſs round ; 
Hope, with bloſſoms of the opening ſpring 
Does you preſent ; Fe, 

Every ſoft delight does on you wait, 
Like a fair orning, calm, ſerene, 
After a tedious, dilmal, ſtormy night. 


* . By 
»/ 
k 1 
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JEPHTHAH's DAUGE 33 
2 All things, indeed, my idr d lord! 
Ds wear the ſmiles of Paradiſe: „ 
Kind Heaven has revers'd my fate, _ 

And given to my wiſhes all their wiſh. 

Bleſſed be this fair auſpicious day RO] 
While life remains, by me it ſhall be bias x : 
For full and Houriſhing are all wy hopes of hap- 

ws 
And now, O reverend Eleazer, Hee to tie the 
knot, 
Which Death's e hand ma not long dif 
ſolve; 
For in ſuch nice proportion hath heaven form d 
our ſouls, 


B Bo. 


0 Toe High- Pricf. joins their hands, 
e the following words: 


Eles. 0 great Jehovah look down upon 
This virtuous pair; = 
Regard their fidelity, and crown their lives 
Wich eternal happineſs. 


E He chaunts the oHeding OD E, hich the 
VLevites and Virgins fi ing and. play. 


- 


Come, ye. e virgin choir! 
Whom celeſtial love inſpire, 
O come] your grateful; tribute bring, 
With voice of joy and gladnels ſing. 

O come, ye Levites ! and rejoice; - 
k Let the heavens. above redound 
- The ſhrill ſweetneſs of your voice; 

Love and gladneſs claim your ſong, - 
Io theſe ſublimeſt notes belong. 16. 
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Worthy of omniſcient love. 


Thom hath from doach redeem'd: aha . 
Becauſe ſhe did herſelf approve 


Bleſt miniſters of eyerlaſſi ng. grace above 


A did gladly int reſt in her care. 
To reward her merit rare 
Oy An angel deſcended down, 


With love and gladneſs future life to . 1 


Let the virgin then rejoice 


In the illuſtrious object of her choice. eg 


For the paſt ſufferings of this noble pair 


3 Gloriouſly rewarded are; 


They the fiery trial did undergo, 
The furnace has no more to do; 
Their little droſs is purg'd away, 

This glorious, thrice bleſſed day. 


What fair is worthy of his arduous love? 


His genuine virtues, tranſcendant clear! 


Did in adverſity appear. 
Through its furnace Jemima p aſt: 


B adverſity were they both Wed at claſt,. 


While the ſweet fair in embryo was, 
Kind nature form'd the lovely maſs 
Of beauty elegant refined! 
Fit to receive a virtuous mind. 
Ihe reſt was great Jehovah's care, Fi 
Heform'd her foul divinely es 1g 


| Fortitude, and filial piety, | 
. Huftrious, celeſtial, and divine 1 
All other virtues does combine, aol 


* 


| Whom ſhou'd the brave heroic youth approve ? 


0! pi lr: fair in in bee! 


Happy, 


J EPHTHAH's DAUG ITE. 


5 Happy, hap pair ! none bud Ibzan he, 

O fair ! deſerves thy love, 

None but thee can he approve, 

Jehovah! ever bleſt above! 

To this faithful illuſtrious pair, 

Continue theſe thy blefſings rare, 

With peace and joy their dwelling fill, + 4 
Let gladneſs on their hearts diſtill, \ 
Like morning dew on Hermon's hill. 

Wiſe in peace, and bold in war, 
Let his renown be ſpread afar! _ 
Innumerous as the ſtars that ſhine, 
Be their fair illuſtrious line! 

Fair Plenty's gifts may they poſſeſs ; 
With rich abundance do them bleſs. 


PC 1 "© ane emmes. 
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